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Class 5 Watering the new Plants and Enjoying allth e new
Features of our Re-designed Sensory Garden. Full de  tails of
the Exciting Developments are on page 2
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C X Head Teacher's News

As another school year draws to a close it is
always difficult to choose which events and
highlights to focus on in the Newsletter.
Perhaps because summer is here, the sun is
shining and the holidays are almost upon us,
it would be appropriate to focus on gardens, in
particular, the New Struan Sensory Garden.

Many of you will remember that three years
ago our Pupil Council, with the support of
teacher Michelle Calder, undertook the task of
designing the Sensory Garden and then they
enlisted the help of the local TA members to
do the ‘spade work’. The garden has been a
popular refuge and learning activity for many
pupils but sadly it hasn’t always been cared
for in the way that it should. Consequently,
when one of our parents, John Welsh (father
of Connal) offered to undertake the re-design
and refreshing of the garden, we jumped at
the offer. John and his colleagues spent many
hours of hard work giving the garden an
‘extreme make-over. We now have a
beautiful and tranquil garden with many new
aromatic and tasty plants, a lovely water
feature, zen-like wind chimes and new seating
on which to relax and enjoy the experience.
I'm sure you will all have enjoyed the
photographs which feature on the front page
of the newsletter! Thank you so much to John
and all of his colleagues from RBS for this
amazing contribution to our school.

..............................................................................

i Above: Matthew, Euan and Jonathan
i hard at work! And Below: Andie Dressed :
as Superman at Kid’s Day Out 2009

.............................................................................

Finally, but by no means least of all, this
week we will say ‘farewell’ to four of our
senior pupils: Andie, Euan, Jonathan and
Matthew. We send them off with lots of good
wishes but we will miss them and their
families very much.

Many new pupils and staff have joined New
Struan during the last 12 months and several
have left us along the way. A warm welcome

to all, we hope that you will enjoy your time at | hope that everyone has a happy and restful

New Struan. summer holiday.
The extended New Struan family continues to Best wishes
expand and we have several staff preparing to

begin their maternity leave. Best wishes to Janet

you all, we look forward to hearing your news.
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: There was music playing all day and lots :
i of rides, slides and a bouncy castle to :
i keep us all entertained. There was also
i face-painting which was really good fun :
i and lots of the children came back to :
i school with their faces painted as clowns! :
i Class 3 particularly enjoyed watching the :
i football match being played by local :
i school pupils, the characters and also the :
i face painting. :

: We got to have a barbeque lunch and
i there was lots of nice food to choose from :
i including burgers, sausages and juice for :
i everyone, there was even candyfloss and

: ice-cream.
Above: Connor the Clown We're all looking forward to Kid’'s Day Out
| 2010!
i On Wednesday 10" June 2009 the : i By Connor Galloway — Class 3 Pupil
i children at New Struan School had a very i (With help from Ailsa)
g SpeC|a| day Out |n St”’ling aS |t WaS our trip g $000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s
: to Kid's Day Out. This special day is an : Below: Connor and Scooby-Doo

annual event organised by a local Rotary
: Club for children of all ages in the Stirling
i and Clackmannanshire area. :

: The older classes went to Kid’'s Day Out in
i the morning and younger classes went in :
i the afternoon. We had lovely sunny :
i weather and as luck would have it both :
i groups managed to completely miss the :
i brief thunder storm which struck Alloa at :
i lunchtime! :

: As always there were lots of great things
i to see and do and everyone had a lot of :
i fun. We particularly enjoyed seeing the :
i Scooby-Doo and Disney characters and :
i they were very friendly and had :

photographs taken with us. :
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Technology in New Struan
A Special Report by Peter Glass

| have been writing a report for the New
Struan Newsletter on all the different types
of technology that we use in the school. |
have been doing this because | like old
and some new technology and I like taking
photographs. | have taken photographs of
technology in the school and I'll explain
how we use this.

The photographs are all of new technology
as we don't really have any old technology
in New Struan School, although we do
have some older TVs and VCRs which are
not too new.

In school we use technology every day for
a whole lot of different tasks. We use
computers to search the internet and to
send emails. We use smart boards at
assembly every Friday. We use TVs, DVD
players and VCRs to view movies. We
also use games consoles to play music
and video games.

In class a lot of pupils use the computer to
do work such as typing diaries and writing
about the weekend. Pupils also use
computers to do internet research and to
work on class projects.

All the members of staff use technology as
well and they make power-point
presentations, send emails to each other,
make up visual timetables for some pupils
at this school as well as using the cameras
to take lots of photos.

We also use a lot of technology at home
as well as in school. | use a variety of
different types of technology at home but
my favourite is my VCR, which is
connected to a silver NTL box and a 15"
Non HD Ready LCD TV. | like to use it to
record my favourite programmes on MTV.

By Peter Glass
Class 4 Pupill
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Above: Eoin relaxes in the Bay Window

On our return from the Easter holidays there
was an exciting development in the
residence at New Struan School as the long
awaited flat 3 was open for business.
Gemma, Cameron, Jamie and Eoin moved
into the brand new flat on their return to
school.

The week before the school broke up the 4
pupils came along to the flat for a visit.
Gemma liked looking in the cupboards and
all of them checked the acoustics of the
building by making lots of noise. That same
week Margaret-Ann took Jamie and
Cameron to lkea in order that they could
choose the finishing items for the flat. They
had a visit to the Ikea café before the
shopping took place.

The first few weeks of term were very much
about the new pupil and staff group getting
to know each other and getting used to the
new environment. Now that the pupils are
familiar with their new surroundings we plan
to work together to create a series of
paintings which will be hung around the new
flat.

..............................

These paintings which will be produced on
canvas boards will give the pupils the
opportunity to personalise, and put their own
stamp on their new environment.

..............................

The pupils are really enjoying all of the new
opportunities that the flat offers them,
including the games room and new
trampoline. They are also all enjoying
playing with the new Nintendo Wi console,
donated by Gemma’s family.

Additionally they are all making good use of
the garden in the sunny weather and
Gemma and Cameron have even been
cutting back overgrown bushes and
attending to general garden maintenance.
In the coming school year we are looking
forward to providing all of the pupils at the
flats with opportunities which reflect their
teenage years. These include accessing lots
of new resources soon to be available with
the wider central Scotland area.

By Margaret-Ann
Social Care Worker — Flat 3

Below: The Group Enjoy a Group Trip to
Callander Park
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Class 4 Hosts a Plant Sale

..............................................................................

i Class 4 have been very busy this term

: preparing for a plant sale which took

i place on Thursday 11" June 2009. The

: pupils grew from seed tomato plants,

i runner beans, broad beans and a

: selection of herbs. Staff and visitors :
i have been able to purchase these plants :
: for their own gardens at home. :

i Class 4 have really enjoyed this planting
i project. Everyone has put a lot of work

: into looking after the plants, especially

i as we have some very hungry rabbits on
the grounds of New Struan School!

Thank you for buying our plants!

: By Class 4

Above: Laurie and Euan at the Plant Sale
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Wishing all our pupils and their families
Phone:
01259 222000 A very Happy Summer Holiday
Fax:

From all at

01259 724239 New Struan School

E-Mail: "
School re-opens on Tuesday 11 — August

newstruan@autism-in-
scotland.org.uk

Residential pupils to be dropped at residence 3pm M on 10 August



